
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Non-Profit 501(c)(3) - Founded November 13, 2008

September 2024

THE CURRENT

Other Events & Activities 
Freeport/Stephenson County 

Sept 
13

Oct.
10

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Pecatonica River Scenes in 
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H 

www.pecriver.org/projects

Watch Tom Lindblade’s   
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”  
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Lena Community Park District

609 N. Schuler St. 

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-369-5351  

www.lenaparks.org

Freeport Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-235-6114  

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

https://www.eventbrite.
com/d/il-freeport/

events/

RAFTERS
6:30 P.M.

Joe Ginger, president

Next meeting.

Nov.
14
Dec
12

FPRF meetings are the second 
Thursday of the month. 
See “ALL IN. Stephenson 
County” for area events.

 Pretzel City Brewfest
12 PM -4 PM CDT

Sept.
23

       https://greaterfreeport.com

	 The Pecatonica River is now at a safe level and awaits 
paddlers, and FPRF has the challenge of finding a new launch 
site to replace the “short trip destination.” A three to five-mile 
trip would be ideal for beginners to see if paddling is an activ-
ity they would like. Krape Park requires an upstream paddle and 
takes more effort. The Freeport Park District Krape Park paddle 
is first class and should be on everyone’s list of paddling sites. 
Soon, the water temperature will require cold water clothing.
	 We continue to get positive feedback on the Wes Block 
launch. This site was on our original list of locations to build 
launches. The order of launch site construction depended on 
many factors. We wanted a “park-like” setting at McConnell that 
echoes the site plan at McNeil’s Damascus Landing. We think 
we have resolved the trash problem at McConnell.
	 Now to the BIG PROBLEM! We need you! The founding 
board members, who have been the backbone of our organiza-
tion, are aging and want to “pass the torch” to individuals inter-
ested in continuing the effort to finish Attens Landing, arrange 
for keeping the Pecatonica River passable, and be a voice that 
holds government accountable for their promises for recreation. 
Your involvement is crucial to our mission.
	 FPRF developed a plan to make the Pecatonica River a 
State of Illinois Water Trail, and recreational access we did! The 
financial pie, or budget, gets hit with “emergencies,” and ad-
justments must be made. Without voices to make governments 
respond, things are forgotten or removed/replaced from plans. 
Recreational access brings people and new businesses to a com-
munity. Help with this goal!

FPRF Fund Raiser
Big O’s 2pm-9 pm

Sept 
21



“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2”  $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Bureau, 9 East and through the mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at $12 + $3 S&H.

Joe Ginger – President  
 – Vice President

Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison

      – Fundraising Chairs
                     – Site Development Manager

Betty Butler -Membership 
-Safety Chair

If you are interested in improving river stewardship, promoting paddling, organizing river events, the 
history of the Pecatonica River and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002 

Freeport, IL 61032 
1-815-353-2852

www.pecriver.org
www.illinoispaddling.org 

email: pecriver@pecriver.org 
*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Dues are due in February. If you joined in July or later, you are good for 2024. 

All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:  
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

Here, from the 1970 History of Stephenson County, are two boats that were built in Freeport, Illinois and 
used extensively on the Pecatonica River. I believe they even built the steam engines. 


